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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 


WASHINGTON.  D.  C. 


CO 
C3 


April  8,  1940 


Dear  Sir: 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  second  Proposed  Revision  of  the 
United  States  Standards  for  Quality  of  Shell  Egss,      This  is  "being 
sent  you  for  the  purpose  of  ootaining  your  comments  and  suggestions 
regarding  the  changes  proposed.      The  principal  changes  made  in 


2.  Provision  for  "Presh  (not  storage)"  and.  "Storage" 
wholesale  and  retail  grades. 

3.  Slight  increases  in  the  tolerances  for  cracked 
eggs  in  most  wholesale  and  retail  grades,  and  for  slight- 
ly stained  or  slightly  soiled  eggs  in  a  few  grades. 

4.  Changes  in  certain  definitions  in  an  effort  to  further 
improve  and  clarify  them. 

On  these  and  the  other  proposed  changes  in  the  United  States 
Standards  for  Quality  of  Shell  Eggs,  we  would  appreciate  having  your 
comments  and  suggestions  not  later  tha.n  May  15,  1940. 

Very  truly  yours 


this  revision  are; 


Storage-packed"  eggs. 


1. 


Elimination  of  classes  for  "Short -he Id"  and 


Chief. 
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NOT  FINAL 


April  8,  1940 


PROPOSED  REVISED  UNITED  STATES  STANDARDS 
EOR  QUALITY  OP  SHELL  EGGS 

■  (Not  Official  Standards) 
Definitions. 

Por  the  purpose  of  the  United  States  standards  for  quality 
of  shell  eggs: 

Eggs.  —  Eggs  shall  "be  the  product  of  the  domestic  fowl  and 
in  the  shell, 

CLASSES  OP  EGGS. 

Glasses  for  shell  eggs  are  estahlished  as  follows: 

(1)      Based  ^..x  v:ondition  of  shell, 

(a)    NATURAL  EGGS  shell  "be  eggs  that  have  not  heen 
commercially  treated  with  any  material  that 
alters  the  condition  or  appearance  of  the  shells 
or  is  applied  for  preservative  purposes. 

(h)    PROCESSED  or  SHELL  TREATED  EGGS  shall  "be  eggs 
that  have  "been  processed  "by  the  application  of 
odorless,  tasteless  mineral  oil  so  that  the 
shell  pores  have  "been  filled  with  the  process- 
ing oil.      Eggs  processed  "by  the  vacuum  method 
shall  he  classified  as  Vacuum  Processed  Eggs 
when  this  fact  is  known.      Eggs  that  have  "been 
suhjected  during  processing  to  a  temperature 
that  has  visi"bly  altered  the  physical  condition 
of  the  egg  white  or  the  shell  membrane  shall  he 
classified  as  shell  treated  eggs.      The  character 
and  extent  of  the  altered  physical  condition  of 
the  egg  whites  or  shell  membranes  of  such  eggs 
shall  he  stated  on  the  grading  certificate  issu- 
ed on  them. 

(c)  CLEANED  EGGS  shall  he  those  that  have  heen 
commercially  cleaned  with  sand  or  other  abrasive 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  dirt,   stain,  process- 
ing fluid  or  other  foreign  material. 

(d)  WASHED  EGGS  shall  be  those  that  have  been 
commercially  washed  with  water  or  other  fluid. 


f 
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(2)  Based  on  color  of  shell. 

(a)    BROWN  EG-GS  shall  "be  eggs  with  "brown  colored  shells, 
free  from  white  eggs  and  containing  not  to  exceed 
20  percent  of  eggs  with  cream  colored  shells, 

(h)     MTE  EGGS  shall  he  eggs  with  white  shells  of 
which  at  least  80  percent  shall  "be  chalk  white 
and  the  balance  may  "be  slightly  cream  tinted. 

(c)  CF.EAM  (TINTED)  EGGS  shall  he  eggs  with  cream 
colored  shells.      A  lot  of  ci-eam  colored  eggs 
may  contain  eggs  with  white  shells  or  not  to 
exceed  10  percent  of  eggs  with  light  "brown  shells. 

(d)  MIXED  COLOR  EGGS  shall  he  eggs  of  which  a  part  may 
have  white  shells  and  a  part  hrown  shells.  Eggs 
with  cream  colored  shells  may  also  he  included  in 
mixed  color  eggs, . 

(3)  Based  on  age  and  degree  of  freshness, 

(a)     FRESH  EGGS  shall  be  eggs  that  are  of  relatively 
recent  production  or  that  have  the  characteris- 
tics of  relatively  new-laid  eggs  and  tha,i  have 
not  heen  held  under  refrigeration  for  a  period 
in  excess  of  29  days. 

(h)  STORAGE  or  REFRIGERATOR  EGGS  shall  he  eggs  that 
ha,ve  heen  held  under  refrigeration  for  a  period 
in  excess  of  29  days. 
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UNITED  STATES  STAIIDAEDS  OF  QUALITY  FOR  IITOIVIDUAL  EGGS. 
.    "     '■        Standards  for  Eggs  with  Clean,  Unbroken  Shells. 

United  States  Standards  of  (Quality  for  individual  eggs  with 
clean,  unbroken  shells  are  established  as  follows: 

U.  S.  SPECIAL  or  U.  S.  GPJlDE  AA.      The  shell  must  be  clean, 
unbroken,  and  normal.      The  air  cell  must  not  exceed  l/S  inch  in 
depth  and  m  ay  be  regular  or  slightly  tremulous.      The  yolk  must  be 
well  centered  and  its  outlihe  may  be  slightly  defined.      The  yolk  must 
be  free  from  defects  or  blemishes  visible  before  the  candle.  The 
white  must  be  clear  and  firm. 

U.  S.  EXTRA  or  U.   S.  GRADE  A.      The  shell  must  be  clean,  un- 
broken, and  normal.       The  air  cell  must  not  exceed  3/16  inch  in  depth 
and  may  be  regular  or  slightly  tremulous.      The  yolk  m.ust  be  fairly 
well  centered  and  its  outline  may  be  moderately  defined.      The  yolk 
must  be  free  from,  defec"     or  blemishes  visible  before  the  candle. 
The  white  must  be  clear  and  reasonably  firm, 

U.   S.   STANDARD  or  U.  S.  GRADE  B.  The  shell  must  be  clean  and 

unbroken,  but  may  be  slightly  abnormal.  The  air  cell  must  not  exceed 
5/16  inch  in  depth  and  may  show  movement  not  in  excess  of  1/2  inch. 

If  the'  air  cell  is  small  (.not  over  3/15  inch  in  depth)  It  may  be  free. 

The  yolk  outline  may  be  welT  defined.  The  yolk  may  be  mobile  an,d  may 

show  before  the  candle  definite  but  not  serious,  defects.      The  white 
must  be  clear  but  may  be  slightly  weak, 

U.  S.  TRADE  or  U.   S.  GRADE  C.       The  shell  must  be  clean  and  ' 
unbroken  but  m,ay  be  abnormal.      The  air  cell  may  be  over  5/16  inch  in 
depth,  and  may  be  bubbly  or  free.       The  yolk  may  be  plainly  visible  free- 
ly mobile,  and  appear  dark.      The  yolk  may  show  clearly  visible  germ 
development,  but  no  blood  due  to  such  development „       It  may  show  other 
serious  defects  that  do  not  render  the  egg  inedible.      The  white  m.ay 
be  weak  and  watery.       Small  meat  spots  or  small  blood  clots  may  be 
present. 

Standards  for  Eggs  with  Dirty,  Unbroken  Shells. 

United  States  Standards  of  Quality  for  individual  eggs  with 
soiled,  stained  or  dirty  shells  are  established  as  follows: 

U.  S.  DIRTY  EXTRA,  or  U.   S.  DIRTY  GRADE  A.       The  specification 
for  an  egg  of  this  quality  shall  be  the  same  as  for  a  clean  U.   S.  EXTRA 
(U,  S.  GRADE  a)  except  that  the  shell  may  be  slightly  stained  or  slight- 
ly'soiled. 

'  ■       U.  S.  DIRTY  STANDARD  or  U.   S.  DIRTY  GRADE  B.      The  specification 
for  an  egg  of  this  quality  shall  be  the  same  as  for  a  clean  U.  S. 
Standard  (U:S.  Grade  B)  except  that  the  shell  may  be  stained  or  dirty. 
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U.  S.  DIRTY  TR^DE  or  U.   S.  DIRTY  GRi\DE  C.       The  specification 
for  an  egg  of  this  quality  shall  lie  the  same  as  for  a  clean  U.  S, 
Trade  (U.   S.  Grade  C)  except  that  the  shell  may  he  stained  or  dirty. 

Standard  for  Eggs  ^ith  Checked  or  Cracked  Shells. 

A  United  States  Standard  of  Quality  for  individual  eggs  with 
checked. or  cracked  shells  is  established  as  follows: 

U.  S.  CHECK  or  U.  S.  CRACK.      The  specification  for  an  egg  of 
this  quality  may  he  the  same  as  for  any  of  the  preceding  United  States 
Standards  of  Quality  for  Individual  Eggs  except  that  the  shell  may  he 
checked  or  cracked,  hut  not  leaking. 

UNITED, STATES  WHOLESALE  GRADES  FOR  ERESH  EGGS 

United  States  Wholesale  Grades  for  fresh  (not  storage)  shell  eggs 
are  established  as  follows: 

U.   S.  NO.   1  SPECIALS  or  U.   S.  SOfo  GRADE  AA  shall  consist  of  eggs 
of  which  at  least  SOfo  are  of  the  qua„lity  of  U.   S.   Specials  (U.   S.  Grade 
AA)  and  the  balance,   except  for  tolerance,  are  of  the  quality  of  U.  S. 
Extra.s  (U.   S.  Gra.de  A)  or  better.       The  maximum  number  of  eggs  allowed 
as  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs,   except  as  provided  by  the  E-ule  of 
Compensa.tion,   shall  be  9  U.   S.   Standards  (U.  S,  Grade  B),  3  U.   S.  Trades 
(U.   S.  Grade  C),  9  U.    S.  Checks  or  U.   S.   Cracks,  8  slightly  stained  or 
slightly  soiled  U.   S.  Extras  (U.  S.  Grade  A),  4  slightly  stained  or 
slightly  soiled  U.  S.   Standards  (U.  S.  Grade  B),  and  4  Loss.       The  minimum 
net  weight  per  30  dozen  eggs  shall  be  45  pound.       (See  page  6  for  net 
weights  for  medium  and  small  size  eggs.) 

U.   S.  110.  2  SPECIALS  or  U.   S.   SOfo' GRADE  AA  shall  consist  of 
eggs  of  which  at  least  50fo  are  of  the  quality  of  U.   S.  Specials 
(U.  S.  Grade  AA)  and  the  balance,  except  for  tolerance,  are  of  the 
quality  of  U.  S.  Extras  (U.  S.  Grade  A)  or  better.       The  maximum 
number  of  eggs  allowed  as  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs,  except  as 
provided  by  the  Rule  of  Compensation,   shall  be  9  U.S.  Standards 
(U.   S.  Grade  B),  9  U.   S.  Trades  (U.   S.  Grade  C),  9  U.S.  Checks 
or  U.  S.  Cracks,  8  slightly  stained  or  slightly  soiled  U.  S.  Extras 
(U.   S.  Grade  A),  4  slightly  stained  or  slightly  soiled  U.  S.  Stan- 
dards (U.   S.  Grade  B),  and  4  Loss.       The  minimum  net  weight  per  30 
dozen  eggs  sha.,11  be  45  pounds.       (See  page  6  for  net  weights  for 
medium  and  small  size  eggs.) 

U.  S.  NO.   1  EXTRAS  or  U.  S.   80^  GRADE  A  shall  consist  of 
eggs  of  which  at  least  80^  are  of  the  quality  of  U.   S.  Extras 
(U.   S.  Grade  A)  or  better,  and  the  balance,  except  for  tolerance, 
are  of  the  quality  of  U.   S.  Standards  (U.  S.  Grade  B)  or  better. 
The  maximum  niomber  of  eg.'^s  allowed  as  toleraJice  per  30  dozen  eggs, 
except  as  provided  by  the  Rule  cf  Compensation,   shall  be  9  U.  S. 
Trades  (U.   S.  Grade  C) ,  12  U.   S.  Checks  or  U.  S.   Cracks,  12  slightly 


stained  or  slightly  soiled  tf*  S.  Standai*ds  (U.  S.  Grade  B),  4  slight 
ly  stained  or  slightly  soiled.  U4  S.  Trades  (U.   S.  Grade  C),  and.  6 
Loss.      The  minimum  net  weight  per  30  dozen  eg^s  shall  "be  45  pounds. 
(See  page  5  for  net  weights  for  medium,  and  small  size  eggs.) 

U.  S.  NO.  2  EXTRAS  or  U.  S.   bOlo  GRADE  A  shall  consist  of 
egrs  of  which  at  least  50^  are  of  the  quality  of  U.   S.  Extras  (U.  S. 
Grade  A)  or  "better  and  the  'balance,  except  for  tolerance,  are  of  the 
quality  of  U.  S.  Standards  (U.  S.  Grade  B)  or  hetter.      The  maximum 
num.her  of  eggs  allowed  as  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs,  except  as 
provided  hy  the  i^ule  of  Compensation,  shall  he  9  U.   S,'  Trades  (IJ.  S-. 
Grade  C),  12  U.  S.  Checks  or  U.  S.   Cracks',  12  slightly  .stained  or 
slightly  soiled  U.  S.  Standards  (U.  S.  Grade  3),  4  slightly  stained 
or  slightly  soiled  U.  S.  Trades  (U.  S.  Grade  C),  and  6  Loss.      The  •■ 
minimum  net  weight  per  30  dozen  e<2:gs  shall  he  44  pounds.     (See  page 
6  for  net  weights  for  raediiom  and  small  size  eggs.) 

U.   S.  NO.  1  STANDARDS  or  U.   S.  804  GRADE  B  shall  consist  of 
eg?:s  of  which  at  least  80^  are  of  the  quality  of  U,  S.  Standards 
(U.  S.  Grade  B)  or  hetter,  and  the  halance,  except  fgr  tolerance, 
are  of  the  quality  of  U.  S.  Trades  (U.  S.  Grade  C)  or  slightly 
stained  or  slightly  soiled  U.  S,  Standards  (U.  S.  Grade  B)  or  hetter 
The  maximum • number  of  eggs  allowed  as  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs, 
except  as  provided  hy  the  -"ule  of  Compensation,  shall  he  15  U.S. 
Checks  or  U.  S.  Cracks,  18  slightly  stained. or  slightly  soiled  U.S. 
Trades  (U.S.  Grade  C),  8  stained  or  dirty  U.  S, , Standards  (U.  S. 
Grade  B),  and  8  Loss.      The  minimi:im  net  weight  per  30  dozen  eggs 
shall  he  44  pounds.     (See  page  6  for  net  weights  for  medium  and 
small  size  eggs.) 

U.  S.  NO.  2  STANDARDS  or  U.  S.   50/o  GRADE  B  shall  consist  of 
eggs  of  which  at  least  50^  are  of  the  quality  of  U.   S,  Standards 
(U.  S.  Grade  B)  or  hetter,  and  the  halance,  except  for  tolerance, 
are  of  the  quality  of  U,  S.  Trades  (U.  S.  Grade  C),   or  slightly 
stained  or  slightly  soiled  U.   S.  Standards  (U.  S.  Grade  B)  or 
hetter.      The  maximum  numher  of  eggs  allowed  as  tolerance  per  30 
dozen  eggs,  except  as  provided  hy  the  Rule  of  Compensation,,  shall 
he  12  U.  S.   Checks  or  U.  S.  Cracks,   16  slightly  stained  or  slightly 
soiled  U.  S.  Trades  (U.  S.  Grade  C),  8  stained  or  dirty  U.   S.  Stan- 
dards (U.S.  Grade  B),  and  8  Loss.      The  minimum  net  weight  per  30 
dozen  eggs  shall  he  43  pounds.      (See  page  5  for  net  weights  for 
medium  and  small  size  eggs.) 

U.  S.  TRADES  or  U.  S.  GRADE  C  shall  consist  of  eggs  of  which 
at  least  80^  are  of  the  quality  of  U.   S.  Trades  fU.  S.  Grade  C)  or 
hetter,  and  the  halance,  except  for  tolerance,  are  of  the  quality 
of  dirty  U.  S.  Standards  (U.  S.  Grade  B)  or  hetter.       The  maximiim 
numher  of  eg.^s  allowed  as  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs,  except  as 
provided  hy  the  Rule  of  Compensation,   shall  he  18  U."  S.   Checks  or 
U.   S.   Cracks,  18  stained  or  dirty  U.  S.  Trades  (U.   S.  Grade  C),  and 
18  Loss.      The  minimum  net  weight  per  30  dozen  eggs  shall  he  42 
pounds.  (See  page  6  for  net  weights  for  m^tiiim  and  small  size  eg,gs.) 


DIRTY  U.   S.  EXTRAS  6r  DIRTY  U.   S.  GRJUDE  A  shall  consist  of 
eggs  of  'vhich  at  least  80^  are  of  the  quality  of  dirt^  U.  S,  Extras 
(U.   S,  G-rade  A)  or  better,  and  the  "balance,  except  for  tolerance, 
are  of  the  quality  of  dirty  U.   S«  Standards  (U.   S.  G-rade  E)  or 
"better.      The  maxim^am  miraber  of  eggs  allo'^ed  as  tolerance  per  30 
C'-'zen  eggs,  except  as  provided  "by  the  Rule  of  Compensation,  shall 
"be  12  U.  S.  Checks  or  U.   S.  Grades,  8  slightly  stained  or  slightly 
soiled  U.  S.  Trades  (U.  S.  Grade  C),  and  8  Loss.      The  minimum  net 
weight  per  30  dozen  eggs  shall  "be  45  pounds,     (See -page  6  for  net 
weights  for  medium  and  small  size  eggs.) 

DIRTY  U.  S.   STAITOARDS  or  DIRTY  U.  S.  GR.1DE  B  shall  consist 
of  eggs  of  which  at  least  5Gfo  are  of  the  quality  of  dirty  U.  S, 
Standards  (U.  S.  Grade  B)  or  "better,  and  the  "balance,  except  for 
tolerance,  are  of  the  quality  of  dirty  U,  S,  Trades  (U.  S.  Grade  C) 
or  "better.      The  maximum  num"ber  of  eg^rs  allowed  as  tolerance  per  30 
dozen  eggs,  except' as  provided  "by  the  Rule  of  Coi^ensation,  shall 
"be  14  U.  S.  Checks  or  U.  S,  Cracks,  and  10  Loss,      The  minimum  net 
weight  per  30  dozen  eggs  shall  "be  43  pounds.  '  (See  page  6  for  net 
weights  for  medium  and    small  size  eggs.) 

DIRTY  U,  S.  TRilDES  or  DIRTY  U.   S.  GRADE  C  shall  consist  of 
dirty  eggs  that  do  not  conform  to  the  requirements  of  dirty  U.  S. 
Extras  (U.  S.  Grade  A)  or'  dirty  U.  S.   Standards  (U.   S.  Grade  B), 
and  do  not  exceed'  a  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs  of  36  U.  S.  Checks 
or  U.   S.   Cracks  and  18  Loss,      The  minimum  net  weight  per  30  dozen 
eggs  shall  he  42  pounds.       (See  page  6  for  net  weights  for  medium 
and  small  size  eggs,) 

U.   S.  CHECKS  or  U.   S.   CRACKS  may  consist  of  straight  lots  of 
checked  or  cracked  eggs  or  any  comlDination  of  checked,  dirty  and 
clean  eggs  that  does  not  conform  to  any  other  U.  S.  Wholesale  Grade 
and  that  does  not  exceed  a  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eg^s  of  18  Loss. 
The  minimum  net  weight  per  30  dozen  eggs  shall  "be  40  pounds. 
(See  page  6  for  net  weight  for  small  eggs.) 

SIZE  or  WEIGHT'  CLASS  lEI  CAT  IONS.      The  following  minimum  weights 
per  30  dozen  eggs  are  specified  for  medium  size  eggs  of  any  fresh  TJ.  S. 
Wholesale  Grade,  except  U.  S.   Checks,  and  for  small  size  eggs  of  any 
fresh  U.  S.  Wholesale  Grade. 

Medium  —  40  pounds  net  per  30  dozen. 

Small     —  34  pounds  net  per  30  dozen, 

UlTITED  STATES  WHOLESALE  GRADES  FOR  STORaGE  E'GGS 

United  States  Wholesale  Grades  for  storage  shell  eggs  are 
esta"bli shed,-  corresponding  to  all  of  the  "United  States  Wholesale 
Gra.des  for  fresh  shell  eggs,  except  U.  S.  No.  1  or  80'^  Specials  and 
U.   S.  No.  2  or  50%  Specials,  and  except  that  the  air  cell  depth  for 
eggs  of  the  quality  of  U.  S.  Extras  (U.  S.  Grade  A),  clean  or  dirty, 
may  he  not  to  exceed  1/4  inch  in  depth,  and  for  eggs  of  the  quality 
of  U.   S.   Standards  (U.   S.  Grade  B),  clean  or  dirty,  may  "be  not  to 
exceed  3/8  inch  in  depth,     and  provided  further,  that  the  specified 
minimum  net  weight  per  30  dozen  eggs  for  each  storage  United  States 
Wholesale  Grade  may  he  one  pound  less  than  for  the  corresponding  fresh 


United  States  Wholesale  Grade. 


RULE  OF  COMPENSATION  ' 

In  the  U.   S.  ''Vholesale  and  the  U.   S.  .Retail  Grades  for  shell 
eggs  substitution  may  be  made  within  the  tolerance  allowed,  provided 
that  eggs  of  higher  quality  or  value  are  substituted  in  all  instances 
for  eggs  of  lower  quality  or  value.      When  the  number  of  eggs  of  any 
class  or  grade  present  is  less  than  the  number , permitted  in  the 
tolerance  and  the  number  of- eggs  present  of  a  hi.^:her  class  or  grade 
exceeds  the  number  permitted  in  the  tolerance,   substitution  of  eggs 
of, the  higher  class  or  grade  for  eggs  of  the  lower  class  or  grade  on 
the  basis  of  egg  for  egg  is  permitted  to  the  extent  that  the  number 
of  eggs  of  a  loi7er  class  or-  grade  is  below  the  number  of  such  eggs 
permitted  in  the'  tolerance. 

In  the  interpretation  of  the  above  rule  of  compensation  the 
class  or- grade  of  eggs  from  lower  to  higher  quality  or  value  shall 
be"  as'  follows: 

1.  Loss,     (No  substitution,'' 

2.  U.  S.  Checks  (U.  S.  Orac-ks)  and  Dirty  U.,  S.  Trades 
(U.  S.'  Grade  C). 

3.  Slightly  stained  or  slightly  soiled  U.  S.  Trades 

(U.  S,  Grade  C)  and  stained  or  dirty  U,  S,  Standards 
(U.  S.  Grade  B) . 

4.  Clean  U.  S.  Trades  (U.  S.  Grade  C)  and  slightly 
stained  or  slightly  soiled  U.  S.   Standcards  CU.  S. 
Grade  B). 

5.    Dirty  U.  S.  Extras  (U.  S.  Grade  A). 

6..  Clean  U.  S.  St.-ndards  (U.  S.  Grade  B), 

Example  of  the  application  of  the  Rule  of  Compensation:  In 
the  U.   S.  Wholesale  Grade  of  U.  S.  No.  1  Extras  (U.   S.  30%  Grade  A), 
a  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs  of  9  U.  S.  Trades  (U.  S.  Grade  C),  12 
U,  S.  Checks  or  U.  S.  Cracks,  12  slightly  stained  or  slightly  soiled 
U.   S,  Standards  (U.   S.   Grade  13),  4  slightly  stained  or  slightly 
soiled  U.  S.  Trades  (U.  S.  Grade  C),  and  f  Loss  is  permitted,  Under 
the  Rule  of  Com.pensat  ion,  a  case  of  eggs  would  be  considered  to  be 
fiilly  within  the  requirements  of  the  grade  for  U.  S,  No.  1  Extras 
(U.  S.   mfo  Grade  A)  although  the  total,  number  of  U.   S,  Trades 
(U.  S.  Grade  C)  eggs  present  is  18  instead  of  9  (the  number  permitted 
in  the  tolerance),  provided  there  are  present  no  Loss  eggs,  of  which 
6  are  permitted,  and  only  1  slightly  stained  or  slightly  soiled 
U.  S.  Trade  (U.  S.  Grade  C),  of  which  4  are  permitted.      This  is  true 
because  the  excess  of  9  U.  S.  Trades  (U.   S.  Grade  C)  may  be  substituted 
for  the  6  Loss  and  the  3  slightly  stained  or  slightly  soiled  U,  S. 
Trades  (U.  S,  Grade  C)  permitted  in  the  tolerance  but  not  present. 


UlUTED  STATES  RETAIL  OHADE  FOR  ERESH  EGG-S. 


United  States  Retail  G-rades  for  fresh  (not  storage)  shell 
eggs  are  established  as  follows: 

U.   S.  SPECIALS  or  U.  S.  GRADE  AA  shall  consist  of  eggs  of 
which  at  least  80fo  are  of  the  quality  of  U.  S.  Specials  (U.  S.  Grade 
AA)  and  the  "balance,  except  for  tolerance,  are  of  the  quality  of 
U.   S,  Extras  (U.  S,  Grade  A)  or  "better.      The  maximum  number  of  eggs 
allowed  as  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs,  except  as  provided  "by  the 
Rule  of  Compensation,   shall  "be      U.  S.  Chec"k:s  or  U.  S.  Cracks  and 
8  slightly  stained  or  slightly  soiled  U.  S,  Extras  (U.   S.  Grade  A), 
(For  weight  requirements  see  page  8 . 

U.  S.  EXTRAS  or  U.   S.  GRADE  A  shall  consist  of  eggs  of  which 
at  least  80^  are  of  the  quality  of  U.  S.  Extras  (U.  S.  Grade  A)  or 
getter,  and  the  "balance  except  for  tolerance,  are  of  the  quality  of 
U,   S.   Standards  (U,  S,  Grade  B)  or  "better.      The  maximum  niam"ber  of 
eggs  allowed  as  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs,  except  as  provided  "by 
the  Rule  of  Compensation,   shall  "be  12  U.  S.  Chec'-cs  or  IJ.  S,  Cracks 
and  12  slightly  stained  or  slightly  soiled  U,  S.  Standards  (U,  S. 
Grade  B).       (Eor  weight  req^uirement s  see  page  8). 

U.  S.  STANDARDS  or  U.  S.  GRADE  B  shall  consist  of  eggs  of 
which  at  least  80^  are  of  the  quality  of  U.  S.  Standards  (U.  S. 
Grade  B)  or  "better  and  the  "balance,  except  for  tolerance,  are  of 
the  quality  of  U.   S.  Trades  (IJ.   S.  Grade  C)  or  slightly  stained  or 
slightly  soiled  U.  S.  Standards  (U.   S,  Grade  B)  or  "better.  The 
maximum  num"ber  of  eggs  allowed  as  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs  shall 
"be  15  U.  S.  Checks  or  U.   S.  Cracks.     (For  weight  requirements  see 
page  8). 

U.  S.  TRADES  or  U.   S.  GP_ADE  C  shall  consist  of  eges  of  which 
at  least  80^  are  of  the  quality  of  U.  S,  Trades  (U.   S,  Grade  C)  or 
"better  and  the  "balance,  except  for  tolerance,  are  of  the  quality 
of  stained  or  dirty  U.   S.  Trades  (U.  S.  Grade  C)  or  "better.  The 
maximum  num'ber  of  eggs  allowed  as  tolerance  per  30  dozen  eggs  shall 
"be  18  U.  S.  Checks  or  U.  S,  Cracks,     (For  weight  requirements  see 
page,  8. ) 

SIZE  or  TIfEIGHT  CLASSIFICATIONS.       In  the  U.  S.  Retail  Grades 
for  fresh  shell  eggs  t"ne  following  size  or  weight  classifications  are 
esta"bli5hed: 


Minimum  Net  :      Minimum  Net  ;  Minimum  Weight  for 

Weight  per  :       Weight  per  : Individual  Eggs  (Rate 

Dozen  (Ounces)  :  30  Dozen  (Pounds)  ;-per  dozen)  (Ounces) 

LARGE  .24  .45  23 

MEDIUlvI    .  21  40      '  20 

SMALL  18  34  15 


bize  or 
Weight 
Class 
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iraiTED  STATES  RETAIL  GiLA.DES  FOR  STOPA.&E  EGGS 

United  States  Retail  Grades  for  storage  shell  eggs  are 
estalDlished,  corresponding  to  all  of  the  United  States  Retail  Grades 
for  fresh  shell  eggs,  except  U.   S.  Specials  or  U.  S.  Grade  AA,  and 
except  that  the  air  cell  depth  for  eggs  of  the  quality  of  U.  S.  Extras 
(U.  S.  Grade  A),   clean  or  dirty,  may  he  not  to  exceed  l/4  inch  in 
depth,  and  for  eggs  of  the  quality  of  U.  S,  Standards  (U.  S.  Grade  B), 
clean  or  dirty,  may  "be  not  to  exceed  3/8  inch  in  depth,  and  provided 
further,  that  the  specified  -minimum  net  weight  for  each  storage 
United  States  Retail  Grade  may  he  one-half  ounce  per  dozen  or  one 
pound  per  30  dozen  less  than  for  the  corresponding  fresh  United  States 
Retail  Grade, 

NO  GRADE,      Any  lot  of  eggs  that  fails  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  a  U.  S.  Wholesale  or  a  U.  S.  Retail  Grade  or  any  lot  of 
eggs  that  has  "been  contaminated  hy  smoke,  chemical  or  other  foreign 
material  in  such  a  way  as  to  affect  seriously  the  character,  appear- 
ance or  flavor  of  the  eggs  shall  he  classed  as  "No  Grade",  Normal 
storage  flavor  shall  not  he  deemed  ground  for  classifying  eges  as 
"No  Grade", 

DEFINITION  OF  TEPJ^S 
Term.s  descriptive  of  shell. 

(1)  GLEAN.      A  cl  ean  shall  is  one  that  is  fr€?e  from  foreign 
matter  and  from  stains  or  discolorations  that  readily 
visihle.      Eggs  that  show  traces  of  processing  oil  on 

the  shell  are  considered  clean  when  classified  as  process- 
ed or  shell-treated  eggs,  unless  the  shell  is  otherwise  soiled, 

(2)  SLIGHTLY  STAINED  or  SLIGHTLY  SOILED,      A  slightly  stained  or 
slightly  soiled  shell  is  one  that  has  slightly  soiled  spots 
or  stained  spots  on  it  that  are  readily  visihle  or  that  shows 
a  slightly  mussy  appearance  "but  without  adhering  dirt  which 
could  he  readily  detached.      Slight  stains,  or  finger  marks 
are  typical  eggs  of  this  character, 

(3)  STAINED  or  DIRTY,      A  stained  or  dirty  shell  is  one  that  has 
dirty  or  stained  spots  of  considerahle  size.      Stained  or 
dirty  eggs  may  also  have  loose  or  readily  detachahle  dirt 

on  the  shell, 

(4)  UNBROKEN.      An  unhroken  shell  is  one  that  is  free  from  hlind 
checks,  checks,  or  cracks. 

(5)  CHECKED  or  CRACKED.      A  checked  or  cracked  shell  is  one  that 
has  an  actual  hreak.in  the  shell  hut  where  the  shell  mem-hranc' 
is  unhroken  so  that  there  is  no  leakage  from  the  egg, 

(6)  LEAKER.      A  leaker  is  an  egg  in  which  the  shell  and  shell 
membrane  are  hroken  to  the  extent  that  there  is  leakage  of 
the  egg  contents  through  the'  shell. 
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(7)  SI/iASHSD.      A  smashed  egg  is  one  in  which  the  shell  ha.s  "been 
partly  or  wholly  destroyed  so  that  a  considerahle  proportion 
of  the  egg  content  has  escaped. 

(8)  NOmiAL.      A  normal  shell  is  one  that  approximates  the  usual 
shape  and  that  is  of  good,  even  texture  and  strength  and 
free  from  distinct  ridges,  rough' areas,  thin  spots,  or  other 
conditions  not  common  to  good-  shells.       Slight  ridges  and 

rough  areas  that  do  not  affect  materially  the  shape,  texture  '/ 
and  strength  of  the  shell  are  permitted. 

(9)  SLIGHTLY  ABNOmiAL.      A  slightly  ahnormal  shell  is  one  that 
may  he  somewhat  unusual  in  shape  or  that  may  he  somewhat 

'faulty  in  texture  or  strength.       It  may  a:lso  show  distinct 
hut  not  pronounced  ridges,  thin  spots  or  rough  areas.  • 

(10)  ABNOHlvlA-L .      An  ahnormal  shell  is  one  that  may  he  decidedly 
misshapen  or  that  may  he  decidedly  faulty  in  texture  or 
strength  or  that  may  show  pronounced  ridges,  rough  spots, 
or- other  defects. 

Terms  descriptive  of  the  air  cell. 

(11)  DEPTH  OF  AIR  CELL.      The  depth  of  the  air  cell  when  in  its 
natural  position  is  the  distance  from  the  large  end  of  the 
egg  to  the  plane  passing  through  the  egg  at  the  point  where 
the  air  cell  outline  touches  the  shell, 

(12)  EEG-TILAR.      A  regular  air  cell  is  one  that  retains  a  fixed 
position  in  the  egg  and  that  shows  a  practicailly  even, 
smooth  outline  without  any  movement  when  the  egg  is  twirled. 

(13)  SLIGHTLY  TREMULOUS.      A  slightly  tremulous  air  cell  is  one 
that  retains  a  practically  fixed  position  in  the  egg  hut 
shows  a  slight  movement,  not  to  exceed  1/8  inch,  at  any  one 
point  where  its  lower  edge  touches  the  shell. 

(14)  MOMENT  NOT  IN  EXCESS  OE  1/2  INCH.      An  air  cell  that  shows 
a  movement  not  in  excess  of  1/2  inch  at  any  one  point  where 
its  lower  edge  touches  the  shell, 

(15)  BUBBLY  AIR  CELL.       A  huhhly  air  cell  is  one  that  has  several 
rather  small  huhhles  within  or  heneath  it  that  give  it  a 
huhhly  appearance. 

(15)  EREE.  A  free  air  cell  is  one  that  moves  freely  ahout  in 
the  egg.  Such  an  air  cell  will  seek  the  uppermost  point 
in  the  egg,  no  matter  in  what  position  the  egg  may  he  held. 

Terms  descriptive  of  the  yolk.  ^ 

(17)  WELL  CENTERED.       A  yolk  that  occupies  the  center  of  the  egg 
without  much  movement  from  that  position  when  the  egg  is  twirled. 

(18)  FAIRLY  WELL  CENTERED.      A  yolk  that  occupies  the  center  of  the 
egg  hut  which  may  show  a  moderate  movement  from  that  position 
when  the  egg  is  twirled. 
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(19)  OUTLINE  SLIGHTLY  DEFINED*  '  A  yolk,  the  outline  of  which,  when 
viewed  before  the  candle,  is  indistinctly  indicated  and  tends 
to  "blend  into  the  surrounding  white. 

(20)  OUTLINE  MODERATELY  DEFINED.      A  yolk,  the  outline  of  which, 
when  viewed  "before  the  candle,  is  discerni"ble  "but  not  clear- 
ly and  definitely  demarcated.      ■Visi"bility  of  yolk  due  to 
yolk  color  should  not  "be  confused  with  a  moderately  defined 

outline  of  yolk, 

(21)  OUTLINE  WELL  DEEINED.      A  yolk,  the  outline  of  which,  when 
viewed  "before  the  candle,  is  quite  definite  and  distinct. 

(22)  MOBILE,      A  mo'bile  yolk  is  one  that  shows  apprecia'ble  move- 
ment away  from  the  center  of  the  egg  when  the  egg  is  twirled 
"before  the  candle. 

(23)  EREELY  MOBILE.      A  freely  mo'bile  yolk, is  one  that  shows  a 
wide  movement  or  swing  away  from  the  center  of  the  egg  when 
the  egg  is  twirled  "before  the  candle  and  that  comes  suf- 
ficiently close  to  the  shell  to  appear  decidedly  dark, 

(24)  PLAINLY  VISIBLE.      A  plainly  visi"ble  yolk  is  one  that  has  a 
definitely  disc6rni"ble  outline  "before  the  candle  and  fnat 
may  appear  dark. 

(25)  FREE  EROM  DEFECTS  OR  BLEMISHES  VISIBLE  BEFORE  THE  CAITDLE. 

A  yolk  that  when  viewed  "before  the  candle  shows  no  spots  or 
areas  on  its  surface  indicating  the  presence  of  germ 
development,  defects  or  "blemishes. 

(25)       DEFINITE  BUT  NOT  SERIOUS  DEFECTS  VISIBLE  BEFORE  THE  CANDLE. 
A  yolk  that  may  show  spots  or  areas  on  its  surface  when 
viewed  "before  the  candle  indicative  of  definite  defects 
"but  with  no  definite  indication  of  germ  development  or 
other  prono^onced  or  serious  defects  or  'blemishes, 

(27)  OTHER  SERIOUS  DEFECTS.      A  yolk  that  is  weak  or  that  shows 
well  developed  spots  or  areas  of  a  character  that  constitute 
serious  defects  or  blemishes  but  do  not  render  the  eg.g  inedible. 

(28)  CLEARLY  VISIBLE  GERM  DEVELOPMENT.      A  development  of  the  germ 
on.  the  yolk  of  a  fertile  egg  that  has  progressed  to  a  point 
at  which  it  is  plainly  visible  before  the  candle  as  a  rather 
definite,  deeper  coloz-ed  area  or  as  a  bubble  or  spot  on  the  yolk, 

(29)  BLOOD  DUE  TO  GERM  DEVELOPMENT,      Blood  caused  by  development 
of  the  germ  in  a  fertile  egg  to  the  point  where  blood  has 
formed  and  is  visible  before  the  candle.      Such  egrs  are 
classed  as  inedible. 

(30)  BLOOD  NOT  DUE  TO  GERI^  DEVELOPMENT  (Blood  spots).      Spots  or 
clots  of  blood  usually  on  the  surface  of  the  yolk  but  some- 
times floating  in  the  white.      Such  blood  clots  or  spots  are 
incorporated  in  the  egg  during  its  formation  as  or  after  the 
yolk  leaves  t'ne  ovary.      Such  blood  spots  have  no  connection 
with  germ  development.       If  they  are  small  (not  over 
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1/B  inch  in  any  diameter)  the  e^^gs  may  "be  classed  as  U.  S, 
Trades  (U.S.  Grade  O).  If  they  are  large,  the  egg  should 
"be  classed  in  inedible. 

Terms  descriptive  of  the  white. 


(31)  CLEAR.      A  clear  white  is  one  that  is  free  from  discolora- 
tion or  from  any  foreign  "bodies  floating  in  it.  Prominent 
chalazae  should  not  "be  confused  with  foreign  "bodies. 

(32)  FIRI4.      A  firm  white  is  one  that  is  sufficiently  thick  or 
viscour  to  permit  "biat  limited  movement  of  the  yolk  from  the 
center  of  the  egg  when  it  is  twirled.      A  firm  white  should 
have  the  approxim.ate  consistency  of  the  whites  sho^m.  in 
nura"bers  1,   1.5,   or  2  of  the  Van  Wagenen  chart  of  "broken-out 
eggs , 

(33)  HEASONAPLY  FIRM.       A  reasonably  firm  white  is  one  that  has  a 
reasona'bly  good  vixcous  condition  "but  not  as  strong  a  condi- 
tion as  a  firm  white.       It  should  have  the  approximate  con- 
sistency of  the  whites  shown  in  num'bers  2,  2,5,   or  3  of  the 
Van  ?/agenen  broken-out  egg  chart.    A  reasona.bly  firm  white 
permits  the  yolk  to  move  somewhat  more  freely  from  its  normal 
position  in  the  center  of  the  egg  and  thus  to  approach  the 
shell  more  clearly  when  the  egg  is  twirled.     A  reasonably 
firm  white  may  therefore  cause  the  outline  of  the  yolk  to 

be  moderately  defined. 

(34)  SLIGHTLY  IVEjiK.       A  slightly  weak  white  is  one  that  has  lost 
its  firm  or  even  its  reasonably  firm,  condition,  has  become 
more  watery  and  is  not  as  clearly  differentiated  from  the 
thin  white  when  the  egg  is  broken  out.       It  should  have  the 
apiDroximate  consistency  of  the  whites  sho^m  in  numbers  3, 
3.5  or  4  of  the  Van  Wagenen  chart  of  broken-out  eggs. 

(35)  WEAK  Al^D  WATERY.       A  weak  and  watery  white  is  one  that  is 
thin  and  generally  lacking  in  viscosity  and  that  therefore 
permits  the  yolk  to  move  freely  from  its  normial  position 
in  the  center  of  the  egg  and  to  approach  the  shell  closely 
when  the  egg  is  twirled.       It  should  have  the  approximate 
consistency  of  the  whites  shown  in  numbers  4,  4.5,  or  5 

of  the  Van  Wagenen  chfirt  of  broken-out  eggs, 

(36)  SMALL  MEAT  SPOTS.       Small  meat  spots  are  small  pieces  of 
foreign  material  present  in  the  egg  white  and  that  are 
visible  before  the  candle  as  dark,  irregularly  shaped 
bodies.      When  an  egg  contains  a  small  meat  spot  (not  over 
1/8  inch  in  any  diameter)  that  can  be  readily  removed  when 
the  egg  is  broken,  the  egg  may  be  classed  as  a  U.   S.  Trade 
(U.S.  Grade  C),      Eggs  containing  large  or  unsightly  meat 

spots  should  be  classed  as  inedible. 


(37)      BLOODY  WHITE.      An  em,  the  white  of  which  has  "blood  diffused 
more  or  less  erenerally  through  it.       Such  a  condition  may  he 
present  in  newlaid  ee^^s  hut,  hecause  of  the  unappetising 
appearance,  ecTi^-rs  with  hloody  whites  are  classed  as  inedihlel 


Genpral  Terms. 


(38)  INSDI3LE  EJ(JS.       Under  the  Federal  Eood  and  Drugs  Act  eggs 
that  are  filthy,  putrid  or  decomposed  in  whole  or  in  part 
are  adulterated.       The  following  are  regarded  as  inedihle 
eggs:    Black:  rots,  white  rots,  mixed  rots  (addled  eggs), 
sour  eggs,  eggs  with  green  whites,  eggs  with  stuck  yolks, 
moldy  eggs,  eggs  showing  hlood  rings,   eggs  containing  emhryo 
chicks  (at  or  heyond  the  hlood  ring  stage),  and  any  other  eggs 
which  are  filthy,  decomposed,   or  putrid.      Eor  the  purpose  of 
the  United  States  Standards  for  Quality  of  Shell  Eggs,  eggs 
with  hloody  whites  or  eggs  containing  large  hlood  clots  or 
large  or  unsightly  m.eat  spots  shall  he  considered  inedihle 
eggs. 

(39)  LOSS.      Eggs  that  are  inedihle,   leaking,   or  smashed  or  that 
contain  hloody  whites,   large  hlood  spots  or  large  or  un- 
sightly meat  spots  shall  he  classified  as  Loss. 
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